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Foundation
Term 1

Building Foundations in Phonics Skills  

In Term 1, the program explicitly focuses on 
teaching the essential skills for CVC decoding and 
encoding. Students learn their alphabet sounds, 
blending phonemes for decoding, forming alphabet 
letters, and segmenting words into phonemes.

Adult-assisted CVC decoding and spelling tasks are 
introduced, providing students with the opportunity 
to apply their evolving skills to reading and spelling 
within context. The term predominantly focuses 
on regular single-word CVC words, in preparation 
for the subsequent introduction of sentence-level 
reading and spelling, along with high-frequency 
words in the upcoming term.
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Foundation
Term 2

Developing CVC Proficiency  

Building upon the foundations laid in Term 1,  
Term 2 extends the accuracy and efficiency of 
CVC skills. Students progress in CVC decoding and 
spelling within the context of sentences, expanding 
both reading and writing lengths. The incorporation 
of decodable reading material continues to 
reinforce and enhance these skills. High-frequency 
“Heart” words (HFW) begin to be incorporated into 
reading books and sentence writing.
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Foundation
Term 3

Digraphs and Enhancing Writing Skills  

Term 3 marks an extension of decoding and 
spelling skills from CVC alphabetic words to early 
Stage 1 digraphs, including; sh, ch, ck, th and th, 
wh, x, ee, short oo, long oo, and qu. Students who 
demonstrate accuracy in CVC reading and spelling 
should now launch into the exploration of digraphs. 
As letter formation and spelling abilities progress, it 
is appropriate to extend the focus on writing.

Recommended weekly routine tasks involve 
engaging in phonic sentence dictation writing, 
concentrating on simple CVC and digraph 
sentences.

Term 3
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 PLD Decodable Reading Books
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Foundation
Term 4

Consolidating and Progressing  

Term 4 aims to consolidate knowledge acquired 
earlier in the year, encompassing CVC skills from 
Term 2 and early digraphs from Term 3. If the end 
of Term 3 testing reveals a high level of accuracy in 
reading and spelling words with Stage 1: Target 2 
digraphs, students are recommended to progress 
to CCVC and CVCC words. 

Throughout this term, dictated sentence and 
passage writing activities should continue to be 
presented, promoting continuous refinement of 
language and literacy skills.

Term 4
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 PLD Decodable Reading Books
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Term 1 Pre-Reading & Pre-
Spelling Screens

Present the relevant screens:

•	 Alphabet Sounds

•	 Alphabet Recall & Letter 
Formation

•	 Blending Three Phonemes

•	 Segmentation

Term 2 Early Reading Screen

Present the relevant parts:

•	 Exercise 1 VC (warm up)

•	 Exercise 2 CVC

•	 Use results to review the 
allocation of decodable reading 
books.

Term 3 Early Reading Screen

Present the relevant parts:

•	 Exercise 1 VC (warm up)

•	 Exercise 2 CVC

•	 Exercise 3 Stage 1 Target 2 
digraphs

•	 Use results to review the 
allocation of decodable reading 
books.

Term 4 Early Reading Screen

Present the relevant parts:

•	 Exercise 1 VC (warm up)

•	 Exercise 2 CVC

•	 Exercise 3 Stage 1 Target 2 
digraphs

•	 Exercise 4 CCVC & CVCC

•	 Use results to review the 
allocation of decodable reading 
books.

Spelling Screen

•	 Present Stage 1 Target 1

Spelling Screen

•	 Present Stage 1 Target 1 & 2

Spelling Screen

•	 Present Stage 1 Target 1, 2 & 3.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Cluster class into three 
targeted teaching groups and 
set differentiated learning foci 
for the remainder of term.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Cluster class into three 
targeted teaching groups and 
set differentiated learning foci 
for the remainder of term.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Cluster class into three 
targeted teaching groups and 
set differentiated learning foci 
for the remainder of term.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Cluster class into three 
targeted teaching three groups 
and set differentiated learning 
foci for the remainder of term.
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Term 1 Pre-Reading & Pre-
Spelling Screens
Repeat the relevant screens (as 
above).

If students have sufficient 
alphabet sound recall & 
blending ability, present Exercise 
1 & 2 from the Term 2 Early 
Reading Screen.

Term 2 Early Reading Screen
Repeat the relevant exercises (as 
above).

•	 Use results to review the 
allocation of decodable reading 
books.

Spelling Screen
Present Stage 1 Target 1.

Term 3 Early Reading Screen
Repeat the relevant exercises (as 
above).

•	 Use results to review the 
allocation of decodable reading 
books.

Spelling Screen
Present Stage 1 Target 1 & 2

Term 4 Early Reading Screen
Repeat the relevant exercises (as 
above).

•	 Use results to review the 
allocation of decodable reading 
books.

Spelling Screen
Present Stage 1 Target 1, 2 & 3.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Cluster class into three 
targeted teaching groups and 
set differentiated learning foci 
for Term 2.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Cluster class into three 
targeted teaching groups and 
set differentiated learning foci 
for Term 3.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Cluster class into three 
targeted teaching groups and 
set differentiated learning foci 
for Term 4.

Reporting

•	 Populate tracking sheet with 
student results.

•	 Prepare student tests for 
handover to next year’s 
teacher.
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