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Home & School Working Together
This booklet outlines key information to be provided to parents, caregivers and the wider community within semester 
one. Children benefit when home and school work together. To support this, PLD offers an extensive range of parent 
milestone information sheets and videos. These resources are ideal to be disseminated to parents and the wider 
community through newsletters, websites and general communication.

– The BLUE sheets have been written by speech pathologists.
– The RED sheets have been written by occupational therapists.
– The GREEN sheets have been written by educators.

PLD’s circular graphic can be useful for explaining to parents that academic success 
is dependent on developing the interlocking sets of skills: Literacy, Oral Language and 
Movement & Motor. 
Over the full school year, children will develop pre-literacy skills, their vocabulary will 
grow along with their ability to express themselves and follow instructions and their fine 
and gross motor skills will improve in preparation for writing and participation within the 
curriculum. 

What to do if you’re concerned about a Child’s Development?	
Children need time to settle into the new educational setting. However, if beyond Term 1 children are operating below 
their age-matched peers, it is recommended that home and school work together to access support service in order 
to cater for the learning needs of the child. Research clearly states that the earlier intervention commences, the 
better the outcomes for the child. If children have difficulties within the oral language or pre-literacy realm, consult 
a Speech Pathologist. If children have difficulties relating to movement and motor skills, consult an Occupational 
Therapist. PLD no longer operates a clinic and are unable to provide advice or recommendations for individual children. 

Parent Education Videos 
PLD’s Early Years parent education playlist contains many videos. These short videos are designed to assist parents 
and caregivers in understanding the programs that are being taught in the classroom. View the full Early Years 
Parent Education Playlist: https://www.pld-literacy.org/ey-parent-playlist

Literacy

Oral
Language

Movement
& Motor

Contents

Pronouncing the alphabet sounds
https://youtu.be/Lh1XwB7ARPQ

What are good speaking behaviours?
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7LAXj6d2ZCo 

What are good listening behaviours?
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MxqXIKzZkK0
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with your e rswith your e rs

by lookin  t the 
person spe kin
by lookin  t the 
person spe kin

with  closed 
mouth
with  closed 
mouth

with still h nds
nd body

with still h nds
nd body

with your br in
turned on
with your br in
turned on

ListenListen

www.pld-literacy.org

ISBN  978-1-921560-40-8
© PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.

See our Copyright Terms of Use at https://pld-literacy.org/copyright
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I . . .I . . . Then...Then... And then...And then...

When?When?

Used?Used?

Made?
Did?

Made?
Did?

Adult ask:
When did you
make/do this?

Adult ask:
What did you

make/do?

Adult ask:
What did
you use?

Adult ask: 
Then what did you do?

Adult ask: 
Then what did you do?

© PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.

Three Step Activity 
Recounts in the Home for 4 Year Olds

Early
Years
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GreetingGreeting

Thank YouThank You

Size?Size?

What?What?

Shape?Shape?

Colour?Colour?

Parts?Parts?

www.pld-literacy.org
ISBN  978-1-925769-42-5

© PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.

Object Description Early
Years
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Who?Who?

When?When?

What?What?

Where?Where?
www.pld-literacy.org
ISBN  978-1-925769-42-5

© PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.

Event Recount Early
Years
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I . . .I . . . Then...Then... And then...And then...

When?When?

Make/ 
Going to
make?

Make/ 
Going to
make?

Going to
use?/

Will use?

Going to
use?/

Will use?

Made/
Did?

Made/
Did?

Used?Used?
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© PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.

Three Step
Activity Recounts

Early
Years
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When? Who? What? Where?

then and
then

1st Event 2nd Event 3rd Event

st1 nd2 rd3

Beginning

Events

Ending

www.pld-literacy.org
ISBN  978-1-925769-21-0

© PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd.

Picture Book Recounting Early
Years
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Student’s Name: _____________________________________ Date of Birth: ___ /___ /___

Current Age: _______ years _______ months  School Year: ________________________ 

School: ______________________________________________    Class Teacher: ______________________

School’s Address: ____________________________________  School’s Tel: ________________________

Receptive Language (Understanding or Comprehension)      Appropriate Box

Is the student able to follow classroom  
instructions?

 Yes, with limited support required
 Yes, but simple instructions only
 Yes, but needs repetition of the instruction
 Yes, but needs continued prompting of the instruction
 Rarely, without significant adult support

How does the student now follow  
classroom discussions?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

How does the student answer questions?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Is the student understanding concepts  
covered in the classroom?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Expressive Language (Oral Language)
What is the student’s length of spoken  
sentences?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Does the student use incorrect grammar?  Often  Sometimes  Never

Does the student have difficulty  
remembering the names or thinking  
of the “right” word?

 Often  Sometimes  Never

How does the student’s retelling of a story,  
an event or news compare to their peers?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

How does the student’s written work  
compare?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Attention
How does the student’s attention compare to 
their peers?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Does the student complete their work within  
the allocated time frame?  Typically yes  Sometimes  Never

Literacy Skills
How does the student’s literacy skills  
compare to their peers?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Is the student experiencing any 
difficulty at the level of:

 Rhyme  Syllables  Initial sounds awareness
 Segmentation  Blending  Spelling
 Phonics  Decoding  Comprehension
 Generating sentences for writing  

Observations of a student to accompany a referral to a Speech Pathologist Page 1 of 2    PLD Organisation Pty. Ltd. April 2015

Observations of a student  
to accompany a referral to 
a Speech Pathologist

Literacy

Oral
Language

Movement
& Motor

Instructions: Teacher to complete the relevant sections below.

Observations of a student to accompany  
a referral to a Speech Pathologist

Literacy

Oral
Language

Movement
& Motor
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Literacy Skills
How does the student’s spelling skills  
compare?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

How does the student’s reading skills  
compare?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

How does the student’s writing skills  
compare?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Speech

Does the student have articulation errors?  No  Sometimes  Yes

Can the student clearly convey their  
message so they can be understood?  Below peer level  Same as peers  Above peer level

Social Language and Play Skills
Is the student able to establish relationships 
and play with their peers?  No  Sometimes  Yes

Are the student’s conversation skills poorer 
than his/her peers?  Often  Sometimes  Never

Additional Comments/Information (Outline any specific concerns/observations)

Form Completed by: ___________________________________________ Date: __ / __ / __

Observations of a student to accompany a referral to a Speech Pathologist Page 2 of 2  

www.pld-literacy.org  mail@pld-literacy.org  Phone: +61 (08) 9227 0846
See our Copyright Terms of Use at https://pld-literacy.org/copyright

Note, PLD does not operate a clinic. This form is designed to be completed by the teacher and to be provided to a speech  
pathologist as an indication of the student’s performance within the classroom setting.
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Notes
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